
South Sudan Health Stats 

How does it compare 
to other countries?

The health needs of the people of South Sudan are 
immense and partly result from the high poverty 
rates and long history of conflict. Here are some 
statistics comparing South Sudan to the region.

Figure 1: Under-five mortality rates across Eastern and Southern Africa
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Figure 2: Progress of mortality rates in South Sudan compared to regional averages

Mortality/1,000 
live births 2001 SSHSii 

2006
SSHSiii  
2006

Most recentiv 
estimate

Sub-Saharan  
Africa averagev

Eastern/southern 
Africavi

Under-fives 250 135 106 93 92 69

Infants - 102 84 64 61 50

Source: UNICEF



Figure 3: Comparison of other key indicators for South Sudan and sub-Saharan Africa

Indicator SSHS 2010 Most recent estimate Sub-Saharan  
Africa average

Maternal mortality ratio 
per 100,000 live births 2,054 789vii 586viii

Percentage of deliveries  
with skilled birth attendant 14.7 7ix 51x

Contraceptive  
prevalence rate 4.7 6.5xi 28xii

Total fertility rate of 
women 15–49 years 6.7 5xiii 5xiv

Figure 4: Causes of under-five deaths in 2015 (a) in South Sudan and (b) globally
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GLOBALLY NEARLY HALF OF CHILD DEATHS 
ARE ATTRIBUTABLE TO UNDERNUTRITION
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