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Re: UK government’s engagement in the Syria crisis
Dear [name of MP] MP,
I am writing to you as [a concerned citizen/a concerned aid worker] about the government’s engagement in the Syria crisis.
After five years of conflict around 13.5 million people – nearly two-thirds of the original population of Syria – are in desperate need of humanitarian assistance. Some 6.6 million people have been internally displaced and 4.9 million live in besieged areas (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, December 2016).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the beginning of the conflict, UN resolutions have consistently condemned violations of international humanitarian law, which is designed to protect civilians caught in the middle of hostilities. The UK government has publicly stated that it takes this law very seriously. 
In July 2014, United Nations (UN) Resolution 2165 expressed ‘grave alarm at the significant and rapid deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Syria, at the fact that the number of people in need of assistance has grown to over 10 million.’ In December 2015, UN Resolution 2258 stated that ‘the United Nations has only been able to reach 3.5 per cent of people in besieged areas with health assistance and 0.7 per cent of people with food assistance per month’.
Despite continuing to be headline news in 2016, the recent debates on Aleppo and Syria have been poorly attended by members of all parties. 
I ask that as my MP you will:
1. Take part in discussions in the House of Commons on this crisis and help to ensure increased attendance by other MPs.
2. Ensure that your party consistently pushes for a resolution to this crisis, and for the UK government to play a leading role on the international stage, whether it is in the news or not.
3. Advocate that humanitarian access must be allowed to civilian populations.
4. Advocate that armed actors on any side of the conflict be held to account for violations of international humanitarian law.
I would appreciate if you would reply to my letter, stating which of the above actions you will be taking. 
I would like to meet in person to discuss these issues with you further/I would be happy to meet in person if you wish to discuss any of these issues.
Yours sincerely,
[insert name]
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